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cryphal, the alleged superior accuracy of the 
Douay version of the Scriptures, and many others. 
Surely, our able Boman Catholic correspondents 
cannot think it right or charitable to let all we 
have said, from time to time, on those important 
subjects, pass without any answer. Whether 
their object be the conversion of Protestants to 
what their Church calls truth, or the protection 
of Roman Catholics from what the Church of 
Borne holds to be error, they cannot be 
altogether silent on such' topics, unless they 
are willing to have them considered indefen- 
sible. It is in vain that they would support 
the credit of their Church, by writing, how- 
ver ingeniously or ably, on a few points, if they 
shrink from the discussion of multitudes of 
others, which, if our arguments cannot be an- 
swered, or got over by countervailing and 
stronger argumentson theother side, must,in every 
fair and rational mind, subvert the Whole system 
of infallibility, by proving that the Church of 
Borne has erred, and is unable to defend a vari- 
ety of her own dogmas. If the decrees of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, which took twenty-five sessions (spread 
Over eighteen long years) to arrive at, were based 
upon satisfactory reasons and arguments, and we 
know that much argument and discussion took 
place at that council during its most protracted 
sittings (whether it was free or fairly conducted 
is another matter), those reasons and arguments 
ought to be capable of being reproduced, and 
the experiment should be tried whether the best 
And most cogent of them might not possibly satisfy 
lair men still, without asking them to give up the 
use of their own reason, by servilely adopting 
the results of that of other men centuries ago. 
We feel sure that if none of our highly-gifted 
and able correspondents will undertake the task, 
it is not for want of zeal or learning, but because 
they are not able to satisfy their own minds that 
the best arguments they can find in their ablest 
-controversial writers will stand the test of a full 
And fair examination, such as we are accustomed 
to bestow on the subjects treated of in our pages. 
If we be wrong in this, we shall rejoice to find 
ourselves mistaken. 

Again we say, our pages are open to every 
Soman Catholic bishop or priest in Great 
Britain or Ireland (and the more able and learned 
the better we shall be pleased) who will, in a 
spirit of candor and Christian love, come for- 
ward to support the dogmas of his Church by 
calm reasoning out of the Holy Scriptures, or 
the Primitive Fathers — and we can assure any 
such writer that he will be dealt with in an equally 
candid and friendly spirit, and that be will be 
treated with all the respect due to men earnestly 
desiring the propagation of what they sincerely 
believe to be true. We believe there are some 
able and high-minded men among the Roman 
Catholic priesthood, who would willingly see the 
Church of Borne reformed, if they could ven- 
ture to express their real sentiments, without 
drawing down on themselves not only the ana- 
thema of their superiors, but the terrors of an 
ignorant rabble. Perhaps, the time will come, 
and that not. very distant, when the reign of 
despotism and lawless intimidation may yield 
before the all-powerful influence of education 
and enlightened principles, and when priests and 
their flocks will co-operate cordially with one 
another, to promote the reign of peace, and 
mutual goodwill, and brotherly love, and when 
all will enjoy that true civil and religious liberty, 
■which would leave every man free to worship 
God after the dictates of his own conscience, and 
when pains and penalties will no longer be the 
portion of those who venture to use the faculties 
which God has bestowed on them upon the most 
important and interesting of all subjects, involv- 
ing in their consequences (whichever Church be 
true), the safety of millions, and, perhaps, among 
others, of their own immortal souls. 



We shall unceasingly labour for a " consum- 
mation so devoutly to be wished", and, -we trust, 
our friends and readers will do their part also, 
in so glorious a struggle. 
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LAYMAN— VOI.. L 

Though, through the kindness of friends and 
correspondents, we have been enabled to com- 
plete sets of our first volume for a considerable 
number of new subscribers, th<* demand has so 
far exceeded the supply, that we have been 
reluctantly obliged to disappoint many of those 
who applied for them, though we have, at con- 
siderable expense, already reprinted several 
numbers. It is now proposed to reprint voL i., 
if a sufficient number of copies should be ordered, 
within the next two months, to Indemnify the 
publisher against heavy loss. Vol. ii., neatly 
bound and lettered, price 5s. 6d., can be had at 
once, and those desirous of having vol. i., also at 
the same price,' are requested, without delay, to 
signify their wishes to the publisher, 9, Upper 
SackviHe- street, Dublin. 
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ON THE DEFECTS IN THE MASS. 

TO THS EDITOR OF TWE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



Sir — In the January number of the Cathouc Layman, 
you inserted my remarks on the misrepresentation of the 
Doctrine of the Mass in the Talk of the Road, No. six. I 
have to thank you for your fairness in so doing, and also 
for the candid manner in which you admit Mr. Burke's 
mistake, as to that defect in the mass, on which he founds 
his attack on the Catholic faith. In the course of your re- 
marks you dwell upon another defect, which you state to be 
of such a nature as to render it impossible for the people 
to know whether a true sacrament is ever administered, 
and that, therefore, their faith is vain. In " Talk of the 
Eoad," No xx., the same line of reasoning is pursued, 
in language, I must observe, less courteous, and, therefore, 
less calculated to persuade, than yours. You -con- 
clude bv calling on me to solve the difficulty. This 
friendly invitation I felt bound to accept, being persuaded 
that the truth can never suffer by fair and temperate dis- 
cussion ; I intended to appear' in the February number, if 
you allowed me that privilege, but many engagements pre- 
vented me from preparing a letter for your paper in time. 
My silence, I find, has reassured Mr. Burke and his' friends, 
for Jem says to Pat, in « Talk of the Iioad," No. Jtxi., 
Mr. Burke is right this time, anyway." You must allow 
me, sir, to moke some extracts from your remarks in order 
to state the difficulty which you require me to solve 
" Suppose," you say, " that the wine was not made of 
grapes (de vite), or suppose the wine had been made of sour 
or unripe grapes (de wis acerbis seu non maturis expres- 
sion), is the sacrament made in that ' case ?" And, 
again, " what knowledge have the people whether the wine 
was made of grapes that were ripe or unripe, &c. ; they 
must trust tqthe priest for that ; can they be sore of his 

judgment? And if the priest did taste the 

wine (i.e., before consecration) is every priest an infallible 
judge whether the grapes, from which the wine, is made, 
were really ripe or not ? In all this you seem to put the 
selection of wine, of a certain flavour, or degree of sweet- 
ness, on the judgment of the priest, and that in case his 
judgment fails, the sacrament, according to the rubric, is 
not made. Allow me to tell you, sir, yon are in error. 
The rubric requires no such judgment— no such discrimi- 
nation, in order to the completion of the sacrament ; for a 
convincing proof I need only refer to sec 2, art. iv., 
de defectu vini, " Si viniun cceperit acescere vel corrumpi 
vol fuerit aliquantum acre, 4c — conficitur sacramentum, 
scd counciens graviter peccat,' which, in English, is, " If 
the wine begin to be sour, or decomposed, or acid,. &c, 
the sacrament is made, nevertheless, the priest who cele- 
brates is guilty of a grievous sin" — of grievous sin in not 
making proper and decent preparation for the celebration of 
so august a mystery. The sum of the matter is this, there 
are two kinds of defects, as I have already pointed out, 
those, namely, which are capital, in consequence of which, 
if they exist "non conficitur sacramentum** t/ai others 
which are defects in a lower sense, which do not hinder the 
sacrament, which ought not to occur in the iiiWhulinii of 
such divine mysteries, and cannot occur without great £in 
and scandal. Pew in number, and simple in character are 
those defects which may be called oapitaL In my last let- 
ter I quoted them in the words of the Rubric — via* lit, 
proper matter ; 2nd, form, with intention ; 3rd, priestly or- 
der. The question between us refers to the first of the**, 
namely, " proper matter," which the rubric requires shall 
be wktaten bread, and bum made from grapes* In- this the. 
Catholic Church follows, the institution, of our blessed 



Lord, and dues not foal hsaff at Hxrtjt, in any the least 
degree, to vary from that form of matter which He, om+so 
holy an occasion, vouchsafed to consecrate. This is int 
reasonable, and cannot be objected to by Protestanta of. 
the Established Church; for I and, on consuhiag the or- 
der for administering the? communion, in the Book, of 
Common Prayer, that bread and wine is the matter di- 
rected to be used ; and, witb regard to the bread, that it 
shall be " the best and purest wheat bread that can con- 
veniently be gotten." I think I am safe in saying, that if 
any minister of the Established Church, cither through 
madness or impious design, substituted for bread and win* 
a piece of cheese and a bottle of vinegar, no one in tit* 
congregation would consent to receive the communion in 
such a manner administered, or would consider that, tba 
sacrament, even according to bis view of a sacrament, was 
administered at all. I beg to stats that I do not propose 
this case with the slightest wish to offend, bat merely,** 
an illustration of my case. And, now, with regard to tb» 
" sour, or unripe grapes, *" I wish to show that thu design 
of the Church, in her rubric, is simply this — that the mat* 
ter shall be wine, and- not vinegar or any other, liquor 
whatever. Let us read sec 1. art. iv. " Si vinum sit fac- 
tum penitus acetum, vel penitos putridutn, vel de utris 
acerbis scu non maturis expressum, vel ei admixtum tan* 
turn aquse ut vinum sit corruptum, non conficitur sacra- 
mentum," which, in English, is — " If the wine has uecwtft 
perfect vinegar or perfectly putrid, or if it has been made 
of sour or unripe grapes, or if so much water has bean 
mixed with it as that it has become decomposed, the sa- 
crament is not made." I need hardly remind the educated 
reader of this letter, that by the process of " acetous fay 
mentation," that which is wine to-day may, in a few weeks, 
become vinegar, which not only, in oommou parlance, bat 
also in a scientific sense, is a totally different substancm. 
Even to the unlearned understanding of Jem and Pat I 
think I can make this matter plain by a familiar household 
illustration. Mrs. Burke, suppose, wishes to prepare, a 
few gallons of vinegar, for pickling ; she dissolves a stone 
of sugar in ten gallons of water, adds a little barm, nod 
lots tile vessel stand in a warm place. In the course of 
some weeks that which was sugar becomes, by a 
strange chemical process, very good vinegar, a substance 
of a perfectly different nature, quite unfit to use for those 
purposes for which sugar is required, and vice versa* T©> 
complete this case, 1 shall have to treat my readers to « 
little more science. Wine is the fermented juice of the 
grape, the fermentation being arrested in that stage calied 
vinous or alcoholic. If the fermentation proceed farther—- 
t,«., into the stage called acetous, the substance become* 
vinegar, and, accordingly, in the manufacture of wine, it is 
absolutely necessary that the grapes from which the win* 
is expressed shall be perfectlyripe, if otherwise, the product 
will be vinegar, not wine. To fortify this statement I shall 
quote a very respectable authority — via., Dr. Tire's Dic- 
tionary of Arts and Manufactures — Article, Wine — " II 
is known," he says, " that a few green grapes are capable 
of spoiling a whole cask of wine, and, therefore, they an* 
always allowed to become campUteltj ripe, and even 
sometimes to undergo a species of slight fermentation ba» 
fore being plucked, which completes the development of th* 
saccharine principle." The first paragraph, therefore, in 
article iv., amounts to this, that vinegar must not be 
used ; that if anybody should so far dare to pervert our 
blessed Lord's institution, " non conficitur sacramentum,'' 
The noxt paragraph is exegetical, and leaves no doubt of 
tub. Wine somewhat acid or somewhat decomposed, may 
be used without detriment to the sacrament, but certainly 
not without sin to the priest, who is bound by reason am 
sacred obligation not to engage in such divine mysteries 
without due preparation. The Church is as anxious, bv 
strict and well-defined terms, to guard against heretical 
practices as against heretical doctrines ; nor should tin* 
anxiety be wondered at when we reflect on the profane ex- 
travagances of some of the ancient heretics. The Encra- 
tites or Hydroparastatse, because they thought it sinful a> 
drink wine, consecrated water, the Artotyritre offend 
bread and cheese. Some, animated, as the decree oCttw 
ancient council well expresses 1 it, by a schismatic*! ambv- 
tion, offered milk; other* honey and water, some sab, 
stituted pulse for broad, others pressed juiee from granas 
into the chalice at the timeof celebration. Nor have (bias 
profanities ceased in modern times, as there is a wan s»r 
tiicnticated case of a sect of teetotallers in the United 
States, who, for the same reason as the ancient Encratitsa, 
have rejected the useof wine in their so-called communion, 
and have substituted— what ? Let the reader grows. 
Baspberry vinegar and water. I do not know what M*t 
BuraVwill say to tab ; but of this I am sure that no ssor 
sible and candid member of the Established Church, am 
blame our rubric for requiring that the matter snail he 
wheat bread and grape wine ; and that, for decency's safest 
and the respect justly due to so divine a mystery, the bos* 
and purest quality of each " that can coav*ou»ntlJ» h* 
gotten" shall be procured. 

I remain, sir, your obedient, servant, 

A Cathouc 



P.S.— In the course of your remarks, yon hastily, pat 
forward a* a matter of fiwst that which you think i»p«Of 
hablo, "how is the win* provided for matsinthewodet 
houses,'' you say, " we believe it i» generally paid for eat 
oi tberates, and purchased by tb« master's, boj? in tiwuwt 
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shop, in a country to.vn." Allow me to tell you that this 
ianot the fact. 

We hare again to express oar gratification at the very 
dispassionate and candid manner in which onr correspon- 
dent writes, creditable alike to himself, and to our paper, 
which serves as a vehicle for such letters. 

We have shown onr own readiness to correct an error. 
Onr correspondent will also bear with us while we keep 
«nr argument to the point. 

We have not complained of the Church of Rome for taking 
due care that the sacrament of Christ should be celebrated 
according to Christ's own institution— that is, with real 
bread and wine. We never objected to any care that can 
be taken for securing this. On the contrary, our great ob • 
jeetion to the Church of Rome is where she presumes to 
-change what Christ appointed, as when she denies to al- 
most all communicants that cup of which Christ said — 
"Drink ye all of it." 

The point in question is this — when a Roman Catholic 
attends a mass, and bows down and worships the bread 
and wine, taking that bread and wine to be Christ Him- 
self, can he be sure (even supposing transubstantiation 
to be possible at all) that it has really taken place at that 
mass? 

If he cannot be infallibly certain of it, there must be 
something wrong in the doctrine of the Church of Rome ; 
for it is not credible that God should require us to worship 
(Something as God, without giving us the means of knowing 
certainly whether the thing which we worship is really 
God or not. 

We pointed to the rubric of the mass, which expressly 
jays, that if the wine be made " of grapes not ripe, the sa- 
crament is not made." In that case the people are clearly 
worshipping mere bread and wine, and if they have no 
certainty that the grapes were ripe, their worship cannot 
be an act of faith, even if transubstantiation bo true. 

Our correspondent does not tell us how the people can be 
curtain that the grapes were ripe. He only says that the 
meaning of it is that wine is to be used, and not vinegar; 
but that is not the meaning of the words " made of ripe 
grapes." There are otfter words expressing that the wine 
is not to be used after being turned into vinegar ; but these 
words which we quoted and argued from, say that the wine 
must be made of ripe grapes. Our correspondent argues as 
If all wine made from grapes not fully ripe (maturis) would 
be vinegar and not wine. This is not the ca'se. A few 
preen grapes may spoil the flavour of a. cask of wine, but 
do not turn it into vinegar, or make it cease to be wine. 
If our correspondent were to travel in the north of France 
or Switzerland, and taste the wine at the roadside inns, he 
would find abundart proof that wine may be made from 
tmripe grapes and yet be wine still, and not vinegar.* And , 
the rubric of the mass says that if such wine bo used the 
sacrament is not made, and then, of course, the people arc 
■worshipping nothing but mere bread and wine, and that 
With the worship which is due to the true God! 

And now, again, we ask our correspondent, when he 
(goes to any mass, what certainty has he that the wine then 
in the cup was really made of ripe grapes? If he can 
lave no certainty of this, how can he be certain that tran- 
•ubstantiMtion has taken place ? How he can be certain 
that the bread and wine at that mats has really been turned 
into the body and blood of Christ? and if he be not cer- 
tain of this, how can he fall down and worship it ? 

But we put another question to him also. The wine 
must be mado de vite, of the vine. Now, it is notorious 
(that a large proportion of what is sold in this country as 
*one was never made de vite, of the -vine, and the imita- 
te* is often so perfect that a good judge of wine may be 
deceived by it ; perhaps not one priest in twenty would be 
capable of detecting the difference. Our correspondent 
must admit that if such wine did get into the cup, no sa- 
wrament would be made, there would be no transnbstan- 
■*atton, nothing to worship but mere bread and wine. , 
When our correspondent goes to mass what certainty has 
he that such wine has not got into the cup ? If he can I 
have no certainty about this, what certainty can he have 
that the bread and wine is really turned into the body and 
Wood of the Lord ? What certainty can he have that he is ! 
worshipping Christ, and not mere bread and wine. 

We asked him this question, too, as well' as about the 
ripe grapes - and now we beg to point out to him that he 
*m not said one word in answer to this. We ask him to 
"seek for truth with courage equal to his moderation and 
candour, and to try what answer he can give to this. 

<«J^ e T' U tnen *" wi,Iin S' >f no wish to pursue the search 
wr truth, to examine the doubts that must arise from the 

aoetnneof the Church of Rome about "the intention of 
She priest." 



•■miDS 1 \ L>. y be ' * nd U " ften mad,! from Unripe iranes, even in 
SS~.il "'*"' proved by many authorities) let the following «- 
STS. . Accnma Art of Mifcine Wise from Native Fruits." 
St.', ,,_ ' >. P S* 70 ~" As no bal 8a ™ ar ^communicated by the 
*Xm taUT- y J * tem " of ,he ""^ m> f ™» "ay «* »«y 
sZnia. it,. ■ ' * "l"" 03 in "Me* it can be most conveniently ob- 
€S*Hvatatf fl^ e .w Kr '!? es '""J' ** "btalued where the vine is largely 
Smtrv w£™ fh e Mnn '** »««Ily practised on .he branches in this 
mZ to .ait fm m T,n " " e avAer MTB *- **■ Maculioch reoom- 
» ot the cold season shows that no further change ran be expected." 



ON INFALLIBILITY. 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE CATHOLIC LATMJN. 

Sir — I beg to tender you my best thanks for your kind 
consideration in giving a place in your journal to my 
simple letter on the infallibility of the Church of Christ. 
May I request a continuance of your indulgence, whilst I 
bring forward a small portion of what remains " behind" 
on that interesting and all-important subject. 

First, allow me to correct a mistake into which you fell, 
by supposing that the initials "P.B.," with which I marked 
the major part of my scriptural quotations, meant Protest- 
ant Bible. Now, they meant no such thing ; it was " pure 
Bible" for which they stood. I am glad you say that 
the quotations thus marked are not from the authorised 
version. 

I will begin by giving a passage from the Acts of the 
Apostles, which alone would be sufficient to establish the 
infallibility of the Church — viz., " For it hath seemed good 
to the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay no farther burden upon 
you than these necessary things."-«-Acts xv., 28, P.B. 
The holy councils of the Church, lawfully kept for de- 
termination or clearing of doubts, or condemning of errors 
and heresies, or appeasing of schism and troubles, or refor- 
mation of life, and such like important matters, have ever 
the assistance of God's Spirit, and, therefore, cannot err in 
their sentences and determinations concerning the same, 
because the Holy Ghost cannot err, from whom (as you 
see here), jointly with the council, the resolution proceeds. 
We learn, also, that in the councils, especially (though 
otherwise and in other tribunals of the Church, it be also 
verified), Christ's promise is fulfilled, that the Holy Ghost 
should suggest to them, and teach them all truth, and that 
not in the Apostles' time only, but to the world's end. For 
so long shall councils, the Church, and her pastors, have 
this privilege of God's assistance, as there are either doubts 
to resolve, heretics to condemn, truths to be opened, evil 
men to be reformed, or schisms to be appeased. 

" But when the Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you 
from the Father, the Spirit of Truth, who proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall give testimony of me ; and you also 
shall give testimony, because yon are with me from the 
beginning"' John xv., 26, 27, P.B. " We learn by this 
passage that our Lord vouchsafes to join together the tes- 
timony of the Holy Ghost and of the Apostles ; that we 
may see the testimony of truth jointly to consist in the 
Holy Ghost and in the prelates of the Church. " But 
when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will teach you all 
truth. For he shall not speak of himself, but what tidings 
soever he shall hear he shall speak ; and the things that 
are to come he shall show you." — Johnxvi., 13. Evernote 
that the Holy Ghost in that he is promised to the Church, is 
called the Spirit of Truth, which Holy Spirit, for many other 
causes, is given to divers private men, and to all good men 
to sanctification ; but to teach all trnth, and preserve in ' 
truth, and from error, He is promised only to the Church, ; 
and chief governor, and general councils thereof ; and this I 
spirit is contrary to the spirit of error, heresy, and false- j 
hood. Therefore, the Church is infallible, and, conse- I 
quently, cannot fall into apostacy. " For it is not you | 
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in | 
you."— Matt, x., 20, P.B. " As for me, this is my covenant I 
with them, saith the Lord, my Spirit that is upon thee, and 
my words, which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart ' 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out 
of the month of thy seed's seed, said the Lord, from 
henceforth and for ever. Arise! shine, for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For 
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people ; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his 
glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising," 
— Is. lix., 21, and lx., 1, 2, 3, Protestant Bible. These are 
passages, sir, everv word of which sets forth, with perfect 
lucidity, the infallibility of our Lord's Church; and the 
whole is a plain and positive prediction that that infallibility 
was to be perpetual, and last to the end of the world. " He 
said, therefore, to them again : Peace be to you. As the 
Father hath sent me, I also send you ; receive ye the Holy 
Ghost."— John xx., 21, 22. " Ho that hearethyou hearcth 
me, and he that despiseth you, despisoth me ; and he that 
despiseth me, despiseth him that sent me." — Luke x., 10, 
P.B. Therefore, the Church is infallible ; because to 
hear the bishops and prelates of Christ's Church, is to hear 
Christ himself; and to despise them, is to despise him. 

" Remember your prelates, who have spoken the word 
of God to you; whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation." — Hcb. xiii. 7. We are here 
warned to give great regard, in our belief, to the holy 
fathers, doctors, and glorious bishops gone before us in God s 
Church ; not doubting but they, being our lawful pastors, 
had and taught the trnth ; of whom St. Augustine says 
—'That which they found in the Church, thoy held 
fast ; that which they learned, they taught ; that which 
they received of their Fathers, the same they delivered 
to their children/' The faith and teaching, then, of the 
prelates of Christ's Church, who are the legitimate suc- 
ccssors_ of the Apostles, must indisputably be infallible ; 
otherwise the Holy Scriptures would never command os 
to hear them, and to follow their faith. Again — "Obev 
your prelates, and be subject to them. For they watch 
as being to render an account of your souls', that they 
may do this with joy, and not with grief. For this is 



not expedient for you." — Ihid., t. 17. " There is nothing 
more inculcated in the Holy Scriptures, than obedience 
of the lay people to the priests and prelates of God's 
Church in matters of faith, conscience, and religion. 
Whereof the Apostle giveth this reason, because they 
have the charge of men's souls, and must answer for 
them; which is an infinite pre -eminence and superiority, 
joined with burden, and requires marvellous submission 
and most obedient subjection from all that are under 
them and their government." It follows, of course, that 
their teaching is infallible. In the name of goodness, 
if they were fallible, would we be commanded to obey 
and be subject to them ? " Sanctify them in truth, 
says our Lord. — John xvii., 17. "Christ praycth that 
the Apostles, their successors, and all that shall be of 
their belief, may be sanctified in truth. Which is to 
desire that the Church may ever have the Spirit of 
Truth, and be free from error. Which prayer of 
Christ had not been heard if tho Church might 
err." If anything, said God, be hard and doubt- 
ful, thou shalt come to the priest of the Levitical race, 
and thou shalt follow their sentence. The lips of the 
priest shall keep knowledge, and the law thou shalt re- 

?[uire of his mouth. Ask the law of the priest. See 
>eut. xvii., 8, &c. Much more must we refer all to onr 
bishops and pastors whom God has placed in the go- 
vernment of his Church, with much larger privilege than 
ever he did the old priests over the synagogue. 

" For no man ever hated his own fleshy but nourished 
and cherished it, us also Christ did the Church." — Eph. 
v., 29. " It is an unspeakable dignity of the Church, 
which the Apostle cxpresseth often elsewhere, but espe- 
cially in this whole passage, to be that creaturo only for 
which Christ effectually suffered ; to be washed and em- 
brued with water and blood issuing out of his holy side ; 
to be nourished with his own body ; to be his members ; 
to be so joined unto him as the body and members of the 
same flesh and substance to the head ; to bo loved and 
cherished by him, as wife by husband ; yes, to be his own 
most dear spouse, taken and formed out of his own side 
on the cross, as Eve, our first father Adam's spouse was 
made of his rib. This incomparable excellency of the 
Church, so beloved by Christ, and so inseparably joined 
in marriage with him, proves to every man of common 
sense, that she is infallible— that is to say, can never err, 
can ne\er lie divorced from her dear Spouse for idolatry, 
heresy, or other abominations.'' This Church, sir, is the 
pillar of truth, the establishment of all truth ; therefore, 
it cannot err. It has the Spirit of God to lead it into 
all truth, unlo tho world's end ; therefore it cannot err. 
It is built upon a rock, hell-gates shall not prevail 
against it ; tiicrelbre, it cannot err. Christ is in it till the 
end of the world ; ho has placed in it ApostlJS, doctors, 
pastors, and rulers, to the consummation and full perfection 
of the whole body, that in tho meantime wo be not carried 
about with every blast of doctrine ; therefore it cannot err. 
He has prayed for it, that it be sanctified in truth, that the 
faith of the chief governor thereof fail not ; it is his 
spouse, his body, his lot, kingdom, and inheritance, given 
him in this world. Ho loveth it as his own flesh, and it 
caunot bo divorced or separated from him ; therefore, it 
cannot err. The New Testament Scriptures, sacraments, 
and sacrifice cannot be changed, being the everlasting 
dowry of the Church, continued and never rightly made 
use of in any other Church but this, our Catholic Church; 
therefore, it cannot err. Lactantius says — " It is the 
Catholic Church only that keepcth the true faith and 
worship of God ; this is the fountain of truth ; this the 
house of God ; this the , temple of faith ; whither if any 
man enter not, or from which if any man go out, he is a. 
foreigner and a stranger from the hope of everlasting life 
and salvation." St. Cyprian says — " That the Church 
never departeth from that which she once hath known.* 
St. Irenaeus says, that — "The Apostles have laid up in 
the Chnrch, as in a rich treasury, all truth." And that 
" she keepeth, with most sincere diligence, the Apostles* 
faith and preaching." It would be endless to recite all 
that the holy Fathers say of infallibility ; all counting it 
a superlative, and most vicious, pernicious absurdity to 
affirm that the Chnrch of Christ may err in faith and re- 
ligion. Our Lord says to his Church — "How beautiful 
art thou, my love, how beautiful art thou. Thou art all 
fair, O my love, and there is not a spot in thee. Thy 
lips, my spouse, are as a dropping honeycomb; honey 
and milk are under thy tongue, and the smell of thy gar- 
ments as the smell of frankincense. Behold, thou art fair, 
my beloved, and comely." " Who is she that cometh 
forth as- the morning rising, fair as the moon, bright as 
the sun, terrible as an army set in array? Who is this 
that cometh up from the desert, flowing with delights, 
leaning upon her beloved." — Canticles. Yes, the Church 
has Christ for her support, and leans npon his infallible 
promises that the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
her. After all these passages I have given from Holy 
Writ, which indubitably prove the infallibility of the 
Church of Christ, you cannot longer, without confusion, 
maintain that she is fallible. I defy you to show me one 
passage, one text, one word in tho Sacred Volume which 
justifies the belief that the Church may err in matters of 
faith. I asserted that if the Church was fallible (that is, 
liable to err-'-to teach erroneous, antichristian, idolatrous 
doctrines), Christ could not love her. If that approaches 
blasphemy, I assert, reassert, iterate, and reiterate it. If 



